
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Year A
May 17, 2020

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20

1 Peter 3:15-18
John 14:15-21

Assembly

(An unlit candle, a Bible opened to this week’s gospel and a pocket watch 
rest on a cloth-covered table in the meeting place.)

Beginning Prayer

(The candle is lit. Members form a circle and join hands as they silently focus 
on God’s presence. Following a short time of reflection, members alternate 
reading the following prayer aloud. After the prayer is read, members may 
add personal intentions.)

I:  To all nations on Earth
Uplift your hearts 
Fill them with joy
Give praise to the Lord.

II:  Give homage and praise
To almighty God
His glorious deeds
Among his children

I:  A sea transformed
To a dry river path
Crossed through on foot
His might is forever

II:  Hear these words
Give respect to God
He does great deeds
For offered prayers
For those he loves

Based on Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
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LISTEN TO THE LORD

(The scriptures are read aloud with a pause after each reading. After the 
gospel is read, the leader invites members to choose a few words from the 
gospel that touch them.

The leader asks these two questions with a pause between them: “What 
does this gospel say to you?”, “How does this gospel affect you in your 
life?” The community silently reflects on these questions. The leader invites 
members to share their thoughts about the Insights and Reflection Questions 
for the week in a single group or within smaller groups.)

Insights

In the first reading the crowds were in joyful awe of the message that 
Philip professed as they witnessed unmistakable signs of extraordinary 
healing and the casting out of unclean spirits. This was a turning point for 
the people of Samaria. They had been converted to God’s word and teaching 
and now the Apostles Peter and John were called to meet with them in 
prayer so they might receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The second 
reading quantifies the newness of life in the Spirit, as in order for Christ 
to be raised in the Spirit, he must be subject to death in the flesh, just as 
we will be before we enter into eternal life with Christ. The Apostle Peter 
asks us to consecrate Christ within our hearts. He asks that as disciples of 
Christ we share our faith, and give hope to others. We must set an example 
by living in the holiness that God has shown us through his life and word 
in scripture, and by which we must serve others in His name. John’s gospel 
further solidifies this theme when Jesus says to his disciples, “If you love 
me you will keep my commandments…” and in so doing Jesus will reveal 
himself to us and the spirit of truth will remain in us. 

In our own lives we may face many challenges, a loved one who is 
terminally ill, or someone close to us who has recently died, loss of 
employment, financial burdens that prevent us from providing for ourselves 
or our families who are dependent on us. The stresses of life can cause 
emotional emptiness or stagnation in our daily lives, impact our moral 
decisions and prey on our human existence. God’s time is not our time and 
the virtue of patience is essential to our well-being. We have been given 
many gifts but the gift of the Holy Spirit is most precious. It is transforma-
tive and gives us life-giving food for our bodies hearts and minds.
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Reflection Questions 

 � The people of Samaria were converted after witnessing miraculous 
healings and cleansing of the spirit. What can we do to allow our hearts 
to be converted each day? 

 � As Christ’s disciples what ways can we serve others in holiness?

 � How can we be open to Christ so that he may be revealed through us?

Suggestions for Action

 � Donate blood. If you can’t donate blood, donate time or money. Call 
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to www.redcross.org to find blood donation
centers near you. If you are not already, consider becoming an organ 
donor too.

 � Ask an elderly or disabled person in your neighborhood to lunch or 
dinner at your home.

 � Volunteer at a retirement home in your community. Bring some goodies 
or fresh flowers to hand out to the residents. 

HEAR THE LORD

(After about fifteen minutes of sharing, the leader poses these questions: 
“How has the sharing from this session affected you?”, “How will it change 
you this week?” The leader allows a moment for members to reflect before 
inviting them to share their thoughts. The leader reads a selection from the 
readings aloud. Following the reading, the leader poses these questions to 
the members: “What is Jesus saying to you?”, “What is your response?” 
The community pauses to reflect on these questions. A brief instrumental 
selection may be played during this time. After a time of reflection, the 
leader invites members to share what they hear Christ saying to them.) 

Closing Prayer

(The leader plays the song “Listen To Our Hearts” found at www.insights-
books.com. Click on the Music link and select the appropriate week. After 
the song is complete, members alternate reading the following prayer.)
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Spirit of Truth

I:  Spirit of truth
Hovers near all
Neither seen nor heard
Heed the call

II:  If you love me 
Rules you’ll abide
Ask of the father
Spirit kept inside

I:  When you know Him
He remains within
Never abandoned
Relieved of sin

II:  I am the Father
You are in me
All are connected
The Holy Three

(Members exchange a sign of peace. The candle is extinguished.)
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