TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Year C
September 11, 2022
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-32
Assembly
(An unlit candle, a Bible opened to this week’s gospel and a photo of a father
and son rest on a cloth-covered table in the meeting place.)
Beginning Prayer
(The candle is lit. Members are invited to silently focus on God’s presence.
After a short time of reflection, members alternate reading the following
prayer aloud.)
All:		 I will rise and go to my father.
I:			 Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness;
in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my
offense.
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt
and of my sin cleanse me.
All:		 I will rise and go to my father.
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II:		 A clean heart create for me, O God,
and a steadfast spirit renew within me.
Cast me not out from your presence,
and your Holy Spirit take not from me.
All:		 I will rise and go to my father.
I:			 O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit;
a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not
spurn.
All:		 I will rise and go to my father.
Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19

LISTEN TO THE LORD
(The scriptures are read aloud with a pause after each reading. After the
gospel is read, the leader invites members to choose a few words from the
gospel that touch them.
The leader asks these two questions with a pause between them: “What
does this gospel say to you?”, “How does this gospel affect you in your
life?” The community silently reflects on these questions. The leader invites
members to share their thoughts about the Insights and Reflection Questions
for the week in a single group or within smaller groups.)
Insights
The Pharisees were concerned that Jesus inappropriately communed
with people who, in their opinion, were not the type of people he should
associate with. The parables Jesus told in this gospel were directed at the
Pharisees and others like them. The focus of this gospel is often upon the
lost soul younger son and his reunion with his joyful father upon his return.
Indeed, it is a miracle when one we love returns to God after being absent,
but Jesus’ message was for the self-righteous Pharisees, not for the sinners
he dined with. He wanted the Pharisees to see themselves as the older son
in the parable who had loyally worked for his father but who became angry
when his father rewarded his younger brother for ‘bad behavior’ instead of
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rewarding his loyal older son for good behavior. What the oldest son and
the Pharisees failed to see was that the father did reward the younger son
for good behavior; his son turned away from sin and returned to his joyful
father. His focus was not on the fact his son left but on the fact he returned.
The story of the Prodigal Son was a rebuke to the Pharisees who were
supposed to be responsible for teaching the laws of God to the people, all
the people, not just the ones who fit their idea of who was worthy. The
Pharisees did not see their own self-righteous behavior as hypocritical; they
viewed the sinners Jesus befriended as lost causes not souls that deserved
and needed to be saved.
When reading this gospel, we all have empathy for the older son who
stood by his father even after the younger son abandoned them and we may
feel he was justified for being angry. The younger son didn’t just leave his
father, he left his brother, the farm, and his community. He hurt everyone
who loved him. If we have been abandoned by someone in our lives who did
something similar, we can relate to the hurt we feel when we are abandoned
by someone we love. But we must not be like the Pharisees. Letting go of
anger, jealousy and judgment is what Jesus is asking us to do.
This parable gives us hope; hope that no matter how entangled we
become in our sin or how far away from God we get, that God will rejoice
when we break away from that sin and turn back to him. And it reminds
those who have not gone astray to avoid self-righteous behavior and to
support those who have become lost because they are the people who need
God’s help and ours the most.
Reflection Questions





Have you experienced a 'prodigal son' story in your life?
Which do you focus on rewarding good behavior or punishing bad
behavior?
In this parable, who do you have more empathy for the older son or the
younger son?

Suggestions for Action




Google and watch Rev. Ed Trevors video on YouTube entitled, Rep
Kinzinger's Tough Message to the Church.
Offer to volunteer at your local Prison ministry. Contact your archdiocese
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to find out more.


Show your support to end racial inequality. Volunteer at a reputable
organization in your local area.

HEAR THE LORD
(After about fifteen minutes of sharing, the leader poses these questions:
“How has the sharing from this session affected you?”, “How will it change
you this week?” The leader allows a moment for members to reflect before
inviting them to share their thoughts.
The leader reads a selection from the readings aloud. Following the reading,
the leader poses these questions to the members: “What is Jesus saying to
you?”, “What is your response?” The community pauses to reflect on these
questions. After a time of reflection, the leader invites members to share
what they hear Christ saying to them.)
Closing Prayer
(The leader plays the song "Set Free" found at www.insightsbooks.com.
Click on the Music link and select the appropriate week. After the song is
complete, members alternate reading the following prayer aloud.)
Second Chances
I: 		 Loving God,
from the heart.
Always there,
at the start.
II:		 On the path,
lost my way.
Black and white,
turned to gray.
I:			 Called to Jesus,
He was there.
He embraced me,
said a prayer.
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II:		 Move through life,
a blissful trance.
Thanks to God,
a second chance.
(Members exchange a sign of peace. The candle is extinguished.)
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